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(ABTTJC) and the All-Burma Peasants' Union \vere
organised under the leadership of the Progressive ele,
ments of the Thakin Party who later became Communists.
The Japanese invaded Burma in the spring of 1942.
The British imperialists did not offer any organised
resistance and the entire British population fled without
organising the people to defend their country. With
the occupation of the country by the Japanese fascists,
During this mass movement the first central trade union,
the sufferings of the vast masses of the people, especi-
ally the workers and peasants, were intensified.

In 1943 the peasants of Arakan in West Burma rose
up in armed struggle. In the autumn of 1944 the Anti-
Fascist People's Freedom League (AFPFL) was orga-
nised. In March 1945, the puppet army led by Aung
San under the influence of the working class leaders
revolted against the Japanese troops. An extensive
guerilla warfare was organised by the peasants. The
All-Burma Trade Union Congress (ABTUC) and the
All-Burma Peasants' Union were organised immediately
after the surrender of the Japanese and re-occupation
by the British imperialists.

The representatives of British monopoly interests
returned to Burma in 1945 to resume their activities*
The British military authorities, on the pretext of post-
war rehabilitation, transferred the entire rice and timber
trade, water and land transport, import and export trade
to the former British monopoly interests. The British
launched a policy of intensified exploitation of the people
in order to transfer the entire burden of war damage
on to the toiling masses.

In September 1946, a general strike was called by
the ABTUC. The employees in all Government depart-
ments participated in this strike. This strike was not
only a demand for democratic rights and the right to
live for the workers, but also a demonstration of solida-
rity with the peasants and against imperialist rule. The
strike shook the rule of the British imperialists to its
very foundation.

The autocratic British administration changed its
policy of direct military rule and initiated a policy of
appeasement with the opportunist elements in the Free-